
 What motivates you to make changes in your life? For the rich man, the answer was very 

selfish. Amidst his torment, pain motivated him to ask for help. The rich man sees Lazarus as a 

lowly servant who could relive his pain. In life, he never sought to lift a finger to help Lazarus. 

In death, he still looks down on Lazarus. “Send Lazarus to relieve my suffering and torment.” 

 What motivates you to make change in our life? Coercion is a negative motivator. In 

Russia, many have fled the country amidst an unjust war. People have been lied to for 7 months 

and now that there is a call up of hundreds of thousands of reservists, people have taken to the 

streets to protest. The people are speaking with their feet and their protests, and yet for the 

Russian leader, he is more intransigent than the rich man in today’s gospel.  

 What motivates you to make change in your life? In his younger days, Francis of Assisi 

would have bypassed Lazarus with his open sores just like the rich man in today’s Gospel. The 

immature Francis was sickened by the sick flesh of lepers. Those afflicted with leprosy used to 

use clappers warning others to steer clear of their disfigured bodies and the risk of catching the 

disease. Francis shuddered at the sound and always fled in the opposite direction. Then one day 

as Francis searched for God in his life, he came upon a leper in his path. To Francis’s own 

amazement, instead of recoiling from the leper, he leaped from his horse, embraced the man, and 

even kissed him. When he turned to look back, the leper was nowhere to be seen. Francis had 

found Jesus in disguise. Love of God, especially in the sick and the poor, was the new motivating 

factor for Francis of Assisi. 

 What motivates you to reach out to others? Charles Feeney could have been a multi-

billionaire.  In 1988 Forbes listed his personal wealth at $1.3 billion dollars. But years earlier, 

Feeney recognized that helping others was more valuable than personal wealth. He searched high 

and low for productive ways to give his wealth away  secretly. Unlike the rich man in the 

Gospel, Charles Feeney saw people in need and did not look the other way: 

• He gave without recognition, helping the poor without attracting honor or praise to himself. 

“When you give alms, do not blow a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets to win the praise of others. Amen, I say to you, they have 

received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your 

right is doing, so that your almsgiving may be secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 

repay you” (Mt 6: 2-4). 

• Another motivating factor for this generous man was knowing that he made a difference of 

helping people in their time of greatest need. “If I have $10 in my pocket and I do something 

with it today, it’s already producing $10 worth of good.” 

• There is an old biblical adage, it is better to give than to receive. Charles Feeney found joy in 

giving. He said, “If you want to give it away, think about giving it away while you are alive 

because you will get a lot more satisfaction than if you wait until you’re dead. It's a lot more 

fun. Giving gave me a lot more pleasure.” Otherwise, “I'm sure I'd have had a lot more 

grief.”  
• With great wealth comes great responsibility . . . an obligation to use some of that wealth to 

improve life for those less fortunate.   

 What motivates us to make changes in our lives? Better yet, what motivates you to reach 

out to help others?  Without any ill intent on our part, we can often be blind to the needs of 

others. Love is a wonderful motivator. It helps to open our eyes. If we truly love God, we cannot 

help but see Lazarus at our doorstep. As we give and give without cost, our hearts open and we 

find others in greater need. Sharing then becomes second nature and we understand how wrong it 

is to hold onto what we could use to help others. 



 Thank you for your generosity and your sense of community spirit. There will always be 

negative examples as in our gospel, but there are also many heartwarming stories of those who 

respond in love to help others. Quyanna. 

 

I thank you Father every day, 

For in your light – I see the way. 

With problems far beyond my scope, 

You give me strength and daily hope. 

 

I believe you are always there ….. 

In every flower … in every prayer… 

Looking down upon creation 

And blessing fruitfully this great nation. 

 

I thank you Lord for giving me 

The senses to touch … to hear … to see, 

To open my eyes wide to the world you created. 

You remind us that love and kindness are never outdated. 

 

I thank you Father for my abundant wealth: 

My friends …. My family … my health.  

All that you ask … is that I share with others. 

Finding in strangers’ true sisters and brothers.i 
 

i Adapted from Thank You Lord by Ezio M. Tozzi 


